
ETRUSCAN INSCRIPTIONS
ON FRAGMENTS OF BUCCHERO KYATHOI

RECOVERED AT POGGIO CIVITATE

(Con la tav. XXXVIII f.t.)

1. Introduction

1.1. The number of inscriptions recovered thus far from the Etruscan site of Poggio 
Civitate (Murlo, Siena) is 19* 1. To these scant materials may be added an array of letters 
incised on pottery and on terracotta pan and cover tiles2. Two pieces stand out among 
the inscribed objects in this inventory: the remains of conical bases of two bucchero ky- 
athoi (excavation catalogue nos. 1997-126 and 1997-127). Pieces of the kyathoi were re-
covered from the south flank of ‘Piano del Tesoro’ during excavation of the so-called 
Tripartite Building in June/July of the 1997 summer excavation season3. The Tripartite 
Building, the Orientalizing Period Residence (= Lower Building), and the Workshop 
(= Southeast Building) were destroyed in the conflagration of c. 600 B.C.4. The destruc-
tion of the buildings at the site provides a secure terminus ante quem for the date of the 
kyathoi and inscriptions.
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tions recovered at Poggio Civitate and for giving me unfettered access to all of the facilities at the site. An-
thony and I discussed these inscriptions and their significance on several occasions, and I am grateful to him 
for his insightful comments. I also thank Larissa Bonfante and Bill Regier for comments and criticism. Hope 
Greene, the site photographer, is responsible for the splendid photographs of the inscriptions. I gratefully ac-
knowledge her outstanding work. My research at Poggio Civitate was supported by grants from the Ameri-
can Philosophical Society and from the Marion and Jasper Whiting Foundation.

1 A comprehensive description of inscriptions recovered at Poggio Civitate is in progress. A report will 
be published in 2006. Cr is t o f a n i-Ph il l ips  1970, pp. 288-292 describe four inscriptions in preliminary fash-
ion. Three inscriptions are noted with accompanying facsimiles and photographs in Be r k in  2003, pp. 83-84, 
Figure 30, Plate 25. The inscriptions discussed in this paper were published in preliminary fashion in 
Ne il s e n -Tu c k  2001, pp. 53-55, figs. 24-28. A more detailed treatment of these inscriptions was published by 
Co l o n n a  2005, pp. 331-332. Colonna’s treatment and the treatment presented here differ primarily in the 
details.

2 Cr is t o f a n i-Ph il l ips  1971 is an investigation of letters and letterforms on pan and cover tiles.
3 The Tripartite Building is discussed in Tu c k  2000 and in Nie l s e n -Tu c k  2001, pp. 39-41, 44-45.
4 For an overview of the complex of structures at Poggio Civitate from the Orientalizing Period see 

Nie l s e n -Tu c k  2001, pp. 35-45. The Orientalizing Period Residence (= Lower Building) and the artifacts dis-
covered there are discussed in Ph il l ips  1993, pp. 51-78. Nie l s e n  1998 is an informative discussion of the evi-
dence for identifying the structure formerly called the Southeast Building as a workshop.
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1.2. Due to the nature of the destruction, almost all of the materials recovered from 
this period are fragmentary, and this is the case with the kyathoi and the inscriptions in-
cised on them. Even though the kyathoi are fragmentary, it is possible to determine the 
epigraphic category of the inscriptions incised upon them based on the writing that sur-
vives. In the case of kyathos no. 1997-127, a substantial portion of the inscription can be 
read so that it is possible to formulate plausible hypotheses about the restoration of the 
entire text.

2. Kyathos no. 1997-127

2.1. Of the two kyathoi discussed here, no. 1997-127 is better preserved. Conserva-
tors have pieced together from 14 fragments nearly half of the conical base of the cup 
(frag. A [see tav. XXXVIII a]). In addition, another 5 fragments, also part of the bottom 
portion of the base, have been joined together. A third piece of the base (frag. C [see 
tav. XXXVIII b}) and a handful of tiny fragments - none of which can be joined - have 
also been recovered.

2.2. The reconstructed portion of the kyathos 1997-127, frag. A, despite being 
somewhat less than half of the entire base, is quite impressive. The exterior portion is 
decorated in three registers: (bottom) a row of incised or stamped arrowheads; (middle) 
a chain of downward pointing double lotus palms; (top) a set of parallel incised bands 
just over 1 mm wide running laterally around the base5. Equally impressive is the in-
scription; it was incised in sinistroverse direction (right-to-left) approximately 5-6 mm 
above the uppermost band of the two bands encircling the base of the cup, and approx-
imately 4.9-5 cm from the bottom of the base. The inscription runs clockwise in a spiral 
up around the base, the second line of writing overlapping the first by some 8 to 10 let-
ters. Fragment A preserves 11 letters of the bottom line of the inscription, all of which 
can be securely read, even the initial upsilon, of which only the left stroke survives. The 
inscription is transcribed in (la) below6.

5 For a detailed description see the excavation’s database catalogue entry no. 1997-127.
6 Throughout this paper references to Etruscan inscriptions are cited from Rix, ET or Wa l l a c e  -Sh a m- 

g o c h ia n -Pa t t e r s o n  2004-2005 (= ETP'). Epigraphic conventions: a single square bracket indicates that there 
is a break in the inscription; square brackets [a] indicate characters that have been restored or which can no 
longer been read; angled brackets (a) enclose letters erroneously omitted; the underdot indicates characters 
that are damaged and/or are no longer legible. The Greek character σ is used to transliterate the letter tsade 
and s is used to transliterate three-bar sigma. When s represents a palatal fricative /S/, a diacritic ' is placed 
above the letter, e.g., s = /s/. Words written in the Etruscan alphabet are printed in bold-faced type.

(la) JurpaiOj : e[

Fragment A preserves also the final two letters of the upper Une of the inscription. 
The first letter is damaged; the uppermost curved stroke and approximately 3 mm of 
the leftmost lower portion of the vertical stroke are visible at the break in the bucchero.
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This letter is a gamma that has the form of a staff with a slight curve or hook at the 
top Ί. The final letters of the inscription are to be read as in (lb).

(lb) ]çe

2.3. The second inscribed fragment of the base, frag. C, is broken on 4 sides, but it 
preserves two letters of the lower line of the inscription as well as the bottommost por-
tions of two letters of the upper line. The letters of the lower line are to be read as in 
(2a). The bottommost portion of the iota is missing at the break.

(2a) ]mi[

The letters of the upper line cannot be securely determined because the break in 
the bucchero has left only the bottommost portions visible, the first letter standing 
above mu and the second positioned above and to the left of iota. The surviving por-
tions of the letter incised above mu may be a lambda. Approximately 2 mm of a vertical 
stroke is visible below the break, as is approximately 2 mm of an oblique stroke that 
joins the vertical at its base at an angle of approximately 25 to 30 degrees. Virtually 
nothing remains of the next letter, save for the juncture at which two strokes appear to 
meet. However, a juncture of this sort is consistent with the form of the letter upsilon, 
and for reasons that will become clear in § 2.6, we propose to read the letters of the up-
per line of fragment C as in (2b):

(2b) ]lu[

2.4. The letters from fragment A are approximately 8 to 9 mm in height and are 
spaced from one another at a distance of 4 to 5 mm. In addition to gamma, the other ex-
ceptional letterform is theta, O, which has no medial point or crossbar, and which is 
smaller than the other letters, being only 6 mm in diameter. Rho has the form with coda, 
9, and pi has the form 1. The medial crossbar of the alpha descends in the direction of 
writing. The mu and the iota of fragment C stand 7 to 8 mm high and are spaced from 
one another at a distance of 2 mm. The letter mu has 5 bars, the rightmost of which ex-
tends below the oblique bars.

2.5. The bottom portion of fragment A (la) preserves the final letters of a masculine 
personal name (praenomeri) in the nominative/accusative case, ]ur, and a family name 
{gentilicium], paiOjnaieE, which was either in construction with the personal name and 
thus nominative/accusative in form or was dependent on the personal name and inflect-
ed in the genitive. The number of Etruscan personal names ending in -ur is relatively 
small7, so it is reasonable to conjecture that the name to be restored is velöur, by far the 
most common name ending in these letters. The family name pai 'naie[ is derived by 
addition of the suffix -ie to an old patronymic formation ending in the suffix -na, *paide-  

7 There are other possibilities, for example, larOur, aranOur, kalatur (cited in stem form).
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na- + -ie. The patronymic was built from a personal name, paiOe8. paiOinaie[ may then 
be parsed in diachronic terms as follows: *paiÖe-na-ie.  The difference in the form of the 
medial vowel, -i in pai naie[ vs. *-e  in our reconstructed form, is the result of a sound 
change known as vowel weakening9. This change eliminated qualitative distinctions in 
medial vowels; evidence of this change began to appear in inscriptions written in the 
second half of the 7th c. B.C.

8 The name paiBe appears on a vase inscription from Tarquinia (Rix, ET Ta 0.17). For discussion of 
this name and related forms see Bio n d i 2002, pp. 367-370.

9 For discussion of this phonological process see Rix 1984, p. 216.
10 For commentary on kyathos and inscription see Rizzo - Cr is t o f a n i 1993, pp. 1-8.
11 The inscriptions are cited below:

(a) venel vhlakunie mini muluvanice (RlX, FT Vt 3.1)
(b) [mijni venel pai Bina [s mu]luv(a)nice (ETP 195, Caere)

See Cr is t o f a n i 1972, pp. 84-94 for the epigraphic features of the inscription on the Monteriggioni cup 
as well as its place of production. Rizzo-Cr is t o f a n i 1993, pp. 1-10 is a comprehensive description of the kya-
thos from San Paolo tomb 1 (Cerveteri). It includes a short (one page) presentation of the inscription.

It is impossible to determine whether the family name was inflected with a final -r 
or not, that is to say, was paie ia’e[ or paie îaiçfsj. The answer to this question de-
pends in part on the point of origin of the cup and inscription (on which, see § 4).

paieinai-d appears not to be attested in precisely this form on other Etruscan in-
scriptions. An etymologically related variant, minus the final suffix -ie, paieina[s] (from 
earlier *paide-na-),  is found on a kyathos recovered from one of the tombs recently exca-
vated at Cerveteri (San Paolo)10 11. paiOunas, attested in a late archaic inscription from 
Volsinii (Rix, ETVs 3.4), may be morphologically related, if the medial vowel -u is inter-
preted as a weakened variant of original *-e  (from earlier *paiQe-na-\  A neo-Etruscan 
version of the name, with syncope of the medial vowel, appears on an inscription from 
Volcii, paiOna, ET Vc 2.41 (from earlier 'paiQe-na-Y

2.6. The final portion of line 2, fragment A, Jçe, may be the final letters of the verb 
of dedication, namely muluvanice. This restoration makes the most sense in terms of the 
morphology of the ceramic and the probable typology of the text. Kyathoi from Mon- 
teriggioni (Rix, ET Vt 3.1) and from Cerveteri (ETP 195, Caere) were incised with dedi-
catory inscriptions of the muluvanice type".

2.7. If kyathos no. 1997-127 was a gift and the inscription a dedication, as seems 
likely, then fragment C appears to preserve the initial letters of the inscription, that is to 
say, the first two letters of the 1st person object pronoun, mini. The letters incised above 
mi[ may belong to the lambda and the (second) upsilon of the verb muluvanice. If so, 
then the final word of the inscription may be restored as [mu]lu[vani]çe.

2.8. The composition of the text in its entirety depends to some extent on how one 
reconstructs the gaps in the inscription as well as on how one envisions the disposition 
of the inscription spiraling around the base of the kyathos.
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Fragment A preserves 11 letters of the lower register of text, and 2 letters of the up-
per register. Fragment C preserves 2 letters of the lower and 2 of the upper. There must 
be at least 6 letters filling in the gap between the beginning of the inscription, mi[, and 
the final letters of the personal name, Jur. Thus it is possible to reconstruct the first 
three words of the inscription as in (3a/b), allowing for the possible inflection of the 
family name.

(3a) tni[ni velO]ur paiOinaie 
(3b) mi[ni velojur paiOin ~ie[s]

It appears to be the case that the final letters of the family name pail ns ' : stand at a 
greater distance from the upper incised band than the letters at the beginning of the in-
scription. The mu and the iota that begin the inscription stand at slightly over 5 mm 
from the upper incised band, while the final letters of pai lina e are nearly, if not more, 
than 7 mm from the upper band. This disparity in the distance of the letters from the 
upper incised band suggests that the inscription is beginning to spiral upward at this 
point, a point that dovetails nicely with the fact that the third and fourth letters of 
[mu]lu[vani]çe, posited as the final word of the inscription, were incised above the first 
and second letters of mi [ni], posited as the first word of the inscription.

2.9 The inscription on kyathos no. 1997-127 may then be reconstructed in its entire-
ty as in (4a/b), again allowing for inflection of the family name12.

12 If the cup and inscription were produced in central or southern Etruria, then it is a good bet, though 
not a certainty, that the family name was inflected with a final -s.

13 For a general discussion of type of inscription see Cr is t o f a n i 1975, pp. 132-152.
14 Sc h u l z e -Th u l in  1993, pp. 177-195 is a study of the order of major constituents in dedicatory and vo-

tive inscriptions.

(4a) mi [ni vele] ur paie nar [mu]lu[vani]çe 
(4b) mi [ni velO]ur paiOinaie[s mu]lu[vani]çe

2.10. As reconstructed, this inscription belongs to the most common category of 
dedicatory inscription of the 7th c. B.C.13. The order of the constituents in this type of 
inscription was notoriously flexible, so there is no reason to be alarmed by the Object- 
Subject-Verb (OSV) order exemplified in our reconstruction. OSV order is found in 
other Etruscan dedicatory inscriptions of precisely this type, e.g., Rix, ET Cr. 3.9, Cr 
3.14, OA 3.3 and ETP 195 Caere14.

3. Kyathos no. 1997-126

3.1. Three fragments of kyathos no. 1997-126 survive. Section A is a portion of the 
conical base of the kyathos, which has been restored from 5 fragments (tav. XXXVIII c).
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This piece preserves decoration in 3 registers at the bottom portion of the base: (bot-
tom) an incised line running laterally around the base approximately 3.9 to 4 cm from 
the bottom; (middle) a chain of downward pointing double lotus palms; (top) an incised 
line running laterally around the cup15. Two other segments survive: B is a small portion 
of the base consisting of two joined fragments; fragment C, presumably also belonging 
to the base, is a single piece broken on all sides.

15 See the excavation’s database catalogue entry no. 1997-126.
16 Inscriptions with OVS order are the most common. Examples are: Rix, ET Cr 3.11, Ve 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 

3.9, 3.10, 3.12, Vs 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, Ru 3.1, Vt 3.1, AS 3.1, AS 3.2, etc. If the inscription has an indirect object (I), 
that is to say is OVSI in order of constituents, the I is in final position, e.g., Ve 3.5.

17 Caere, as one of the premier places for the production of bucchero in the mid-7th c. B.C., is the most 
likely source, although Vulci, Vetulonia and Populonia are possibilities. For discussion see Ba g n a s c o  Gia n n i 
1993, pp. 207-216, Ca mpo r e a l e  1967, and Cr is t o f a n i 1972, pp. 84-94.

3.2. Fragment A preserves a small section of an inscription that was incised in sin-
istrograde ductus running laterally around the base. The inscription stands approxi-
mately 3.9 cm from the bottom of the base, and approximately 2 mm from the thin in-
cised band that encircles the base. Two lines of writing are preserved. Two full letters of 
the lower line are visible, a wau and an alpha, as well as the rightmost vertical stroke of a 
third letter, which may be a nu, although other letterforms are possible. The letters are 
approximately 8 mm high and are spaced from one another at a distance of approxi-
mately 2 mm. Of the second line, the bottommost portion of a vertical stroke approxi-
mately 4 mm long is visible. The vertical is positioned above the left stroke of the alpha. 
In terms of letterform, the possibilities cannot readily be delimited. Wau, pi, rho, tau, 
gamma, and iota are all possible.

3.3. If the inscription on kyathos 1997-127 and on other morphologically similar ky-
athoi are taken as models, one can assume that the inscription on the base of kyathos 
1997-126 started at the bottom of the incised band and then spiraled its way up the base 
of the cup in a clockwise fashion. It is also likely that this inscription belongs to the mu-
luvanice category of text, in which case, we may conjecture that this fragment has pre-
served the middle portion of the verb of dedication, [mulujvan. Jce], Moreover, if the 
inscription on 1997-126 has the same word order as that found on the Monteriggioni 
kyathos, then we may assume that the initial portion of the inscription began with the 
verb phrase [mini mulujvan [ice] and that this phrase was followed by name of the ded-
icator, and possibly also by the name of the person to whom the kyathos was dedicated16.

4. Comparando

4.1. It is not possible to determine where the kyathoi recovered at Poggio Civitate 
were produced and incised, but they were not manufactured locally17. The bucchero of 
our kyathoi is unlike the bucchero of the banquet-ware produced at the site and recov-
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ered in the debris of the Orientalizing Period Residence (= Lower Building)18. The 
bases are conical in shape, incised with decoration, and painted. And they were in-
scribed with dedicatory incriptions19.

18 Large quantities of bucchero pottery, much of it produced locally, were recovered from the debris of 
the Orientalizing Period Residence (= Lower Building). Be r k in  2003 is a detailed study of this material. For a 
short discussion of the bucchero on display in the Antiquarium di Poggio Civitate at Murlo see Go g g io l i 
2002, pp. 36-41.

19 The inscriptions on the pieces of bucchero from the Orientalizing Period Residence (= Lower Build-
ing) included in Be r k in  2003, pp. 83-84 are too fragmentary to draw any conclusions concerning epigraphic 
category. Berkin suggests (2003, p. 128, fn. 46) that the pottery on which these inscriptions appear may have 
been gifts, in which case the texts could be of the muluvanice-type. However, given the evidence, one could 
just as easily imagine texts of the proprietary type. I note in passing that my reading for these pieces differs in 
several respects from that provided by Berkin. For Berkin no. 137, read ]ur0[. Of the first letter only the 
topmost portion of a vertical is visible. Berkin no. 138 is ]aln[. This may be the final portion of a family 
name ending in the well-known suffix -na. Finally, Berkin no. 139 is to be read as ]tinai[. What appears to 
be a dot between iota and the nu cannot be punctuation, but must be the result of damage to the surface of 
the ceramic. This inscription is perhaps the remains of the final portion of a family name showing the charac-
teristic feminine gender suffix -z.

20 FTP 4 (Vetulonia) may also belong here. Only a small fragment of the base remains, and a portion of 
the inscription, [--- vjenel p[- - - ], which could well be the same or similar to that inscribed on ETP 195 (Caere).

21 The similarities may run deeper in the case of ETP 195 (Caere) and Poggio Civitate 1997-127. It is 
tempting to speculate that the family name in ETP 195 should be reconstructed, not as paiOinafs], but as 
paieinalie] or paieina[ies], and that these inscriptions contained references to two members, perhaps bro-
thers, or father and son, of the paiBina[ie] family from Caere. Unfortunately, Rizzo-Cristofani do not indica-
te whether there is room at this break in the fabric to accommodate more than three characters. The photo-
graphs that accompany the article do not show this portion of the inscription.

22 Rizzo-Cr is t o f a n i 1993, p. 7.

4.2. The kyathoi from Poggio Civitate are to be included in a select group of in-
scriptions, namely, those incised on the conical bases of sumptuously decorated kyathoi. 
The inscriptions in this group are: Rix, ET Vt 3.1 (Monteriggioni kyathos), Cr 0.1 
(Caere, Calabresi kyathos), Vn 0.1 (Vetulonia, kyathos from La Tomba del Duce) and 
ETP 195 (Caere, San Paolo kyathos)20. Interestingly, these inscriptions, including 1977- 
127 from Poggio Civitate, share a remarkable paleographic feature21, gamma in the form 
of a staff Ί. The letter shape is quite rare. In addition to the inscriptions cited above, it 
appears on one other Etruscan inscription, the abecedarium from Marsiliana d’Albegna 
(Rix, ET AV 9.1).

ETP 195 (Caere) and Poggio Civitate 1997-127 share a second paleographic feature. 
In these inscriptions theta has the form of a smallish circle O without any internal punctu-
ation. In contrast, in Rix, ET Cr 0.1 theta is regular-sized and has a point in the middle, 
Θ. It would appear then that the scribes who produced ETP 195 (Caere) and Poggio Ci-
vitate 1997-127 were working within the same orthographic tradition22.

4.3. Although the Poggio Civitate kyathoi share important features - quality of buc-
chero, painted double lotus palm decoration, dedicatory inscription - closer inspection 
reveals differences.

14
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- Kyathos 1997-127 has two bands encircling the conical base that served to sep-
arate decoration from inscription. 1997-126 has a single band above the decoration and 
a single band beneath.

- The order of the constituents in the inscriptions is different. 1997-127 has OSV 
order; 1997-126 has OVS order.

- In 1997-127 alpha was incised with a medial crossbar descending in direction 
of writing Pj; in 1997-126 the medial bar of the alpha is horizontal A.

What these differences mean is a more difficult question, but a reasonable answer is 
that the kyathoi and their inscriptions were produced by different artisans/scribes, per-
haps at different workshops in Etruria.

5. Concluding remarks

5.1. The inscriptions discussed here are particularly significant because they are dis-
tinct in several ways from other inscriptions recovered at Poggio Civitate. First of all, 
both inscriptions are dedicatory or votive in nature. The other inscriptions in the cor-
pus, inasmuch as this can be determined, belong to the proprietary category of text23. 
Secondly, these inscriptions were incised on finely crafted pieces of pottery that were 
manufactured elsewhere in Etruria.

23 Cr is t o f a n i - Ph il l ips  1970, REE, no. 5 suggest that ]umateia[ may be a dedicatory inscription of the 
mulu-type. However, segmentation of this inscription as Ju mateiai does not make sense syntactically. A bet-
ter interpretation, and the one that was adopted by Rix, ET AS 2.2, is [rjumateia. Following this reconstruc-
tion, [rjumateia is an archaic feminine genitive of a feminine name, rumatei, which was in turn derived from 
a masculine personal name, rumate.

24 See Tu c k  2000, p. Ill and Nie l s e n -Tu c k  2001, pp. 144-145.

These observations raise interesting questions about the social context in which 
valuable objects of this sort might be embedded. How and why do cups of this quality, 
which were produced at workshops in other areas of Etruria, appear at Poggio Civitate? 
Were these kyathoi given to one of the ‘padroni’ residing at Poggio Civitate as part of an 
exchange of gifts, one that might have cemented personal, political, or military ties be-
tween this settlement and ‘padroni’ at other important settlements? Or were these ky-
athoi carried to Poggio Civitate as votive offerings? The fragments of these cups were 
found in the Tripartite Building, and it is very tempting to think that this building had a 
religious function24. Were these fine pieces of pottery given as donatives to the deity or 
deities worshipped at the site?

5.2. Though but a small part of the complex fabric of life now being recovered and 
reconstructed at Poggio Civitate, the kyathoi fragments and the inscriptions incised on 
them may provide an important glimpse of the interaction of the residents at this settle-
ment with other politically and commercially powerful Etruscan communities.

Re x  E. Wa l l a c e
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